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The poem, “That Damned Fence” written by an anonymous poet is about a concentration camp for Japanese people during World War 2.  I am assuming the anonymous poet was a Japanese person in the Poston Concentration Camp.  He obviously hated the camp because he feels there was no good reason to be there.  I am definitely glad I was not a Jap at the time.


This poem has a good plot. It really builds up suspense to the very last line of the poem.  The poem begins describing the concentration camp, and then it describes how he feels about the camp.  The climax, I would say, is the last sentence which says, “To keep us penned behind that damned fence, is someone’s notion of national defense!”  The setting of this story is a concentration camp in Poston, Arizona.  The year must have been sometime in the early 40’s because it was during World War 2.


I would say the theme of this poem would be sadness, boredom, or hatred.  They are sad because they are locked up and they did nothing wrong.  They are bored because there is nothing to do and they are getting lazy.  Another theme could be hatred because they hate the fence and hate being imprisoned.


I have counted 4 examples of alliteration in this poem.  They really help to make the poem more interesting and make it sound better.  Sentries and soldiers, fret and fume, seek the softness, and committed no crime are all examples of alliteration. The imagery used in this poem is amazing, it is very descriptive.  It graphically describes the fence and machine gun rest.  I can imagine the camp with sentries and soldiers placed throughout the camp.  That damned fence is repeated several times throughout the poem and it kept me interested.


I feel this was a great poem. It included many elements of literature as well as all poetry techniques.  The writer kept me interested throughout the entire poem.

