


Name______________________   Date (month/year) _____________

Title:___________________________________________    Author: _______________


Directions: Most of your grade for library science will be based on teacher observation of completion of various activities and assignments. This journal will enable you to reflect on what you are learning and allow the teacher to view your learning progress.

Please refer to the elements of literature handout for clarification of terms.
	Task
	Description/page #s

From Novel
	Your Response/Reflection

	1. Exposition
Describe the exposition or, in other words, how the author sets up the story. Setting, tone, presentation of characters, other necessary facts.

	
	

	2. Foreshadowing
How did the author use hints or clues to suggest events that would occur later in the story?

	
	

	3. Inciting Force
Describe the event or character that triggers the conflict

	
	

	4. Conflict
Describe the main conflict in the story. Is it Man versus man, man vs. nature, man vs. society, or man vs. self? Why?

	
	

	5. Rising Action
List the series of events that build the conflict. Start with the inciting action and end with the climax.

	
	

	6. Crisis
What is the crisis, turning point, or time when conflict becomes most intense?

	
	

	7. Climax
What is the result of the crisis? Frequently the climax will evoke the most interest or emotion. In your response, describe your level of interest or emotion.

	
	

	8. Falling Action
What are the events after the climax. These are the events that close the story.

	
	

	9. Protagonist
Who is the protagonist? (the #1 character in the story) Describe his good and bad qualities.

	
	

	10. Antagonist
Who is the character or what is the force that opposing the protagonist.

	
	

	11. Foil
Who is the character that is the opposite of the protagonist (one who provides a contrast)

	
	

	12. 3 dimensional characters (Major)
A well-developed or rounded character changes as a result of the events. Choose a character and describe how the events or conflict changed him or her.
	
	

	13. Minor Characters
Read the definition of minor characters and decide on who the minor characters are from your novel. Explain why you thought each was minor and not major. 
	
	

	14. Point of View
Decide which point of view: 1st person, 3rd person objective, 3rd person limited, omniscient and support your decision.

	
	

	15. Tone
Describe the tone of the novel you read and support your statements with examples (incl. page #s) from the book.
	
	

	16. Mood
Describe the mood of the novel you read and support your statements with examples (incl. page #s) from the book.

	
	

	17. Major Theme
What is the major theme, idea or underlying meaning, of the book?

	
	

	18. Minor Theme
What are some of the minor themes?

	
	

	19. Subjects/Topics
The subjects or topics in a book are different than the theme. See the handout for clarification. List some topics/subjects for the book you read.

	
	

	20. Strengths/Weaknesses

What did you think the strengths and/or weaknesses of the novel were? In your response explain why. 
	
	


