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	Outcome
	0-1 

Not Yet
	2

Emerging
	3

Developing
	4

Competent
	5

Strong
	6

Wow!!

	1. Critical

Thinking Skills
	(Little or no original ideas.
(Unable to analyze information, questions, and problems or does so superficially (Superficial or no evaluation of novel. 
(No or infrequent inference to reason from clearly stated premises or recognize implications and consequences 
(No or infrequent use of deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills
	(Some critical thinking evident.
(Most ideas are not supported with data from the book.

(Most discussion is at a superficial level or is not evident.
	(Analyzes some key information, questions, and problems competently (Evaluates material inconsistently (Uses inference to reason inconsistently from clearly stated premises to implications and consequences (Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills inconsistently and weakly
	(Analyzes key information, questions, and problems competently (Evaluates material competently (Uses inference to reason competently from clearly stated premises to important implications and consequences (Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills competently
	(Analyzes key information, questions, and problems clearly and precisely (Evaluates material with insight 
(Uses inference to reason carefully from clearly stated premises to important implications and consequences (Uses deductive and inductive reasoning and problem-solving skills consistently and with ease
	(Exceeds expectations and writing is suitable for college coursework.
(New ideas are presented and soundly supported with textual references.

	2. Ideas
Content
	(Most items incompletely or incorrectly addressed or not addressed at all.
(Very few if any related details.
	(Many items are missing or incompletely or incorrectly addressed.

(Frequent missing, limited, unrelated details.
	(Several items are missing or incompletely or incorrectly addressed.

(Several missing, limited, or unrelated details.
	(The author answers most or all of the questions.
(The answers are adequately supported with references to the text.


	(Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.
(Reasonably accurate details are present to support the main ideas.

(The ideas are fresh and original.

(The author picks out significant issues to discuss
	(Exceeds expectations and writing is suitable for college coursework.

(The original arguments are soundly presented and make for a well-supported, highly engaging piece of writing.

(The author shows extreme preparation and attention to detail.

(When the reader finishes reading this journal, his/her response is WOW!

	3. Voice
	(The writing takes no risks and does not engage, energize, or move the reader.
(The writing does not project personal enthusiasm for the topic or make the topic come alive for the reader.
	(The writer’s viewpoint is unclear. 

(Little to no personality to the writing. 

(Most of the writing is dull and uninteresting.
	(Only one or 2 moments here or there intrigue, delight, or move the reader.
(Very little personal thoughts are evident.

( Very little personality to the writing.
	(The writer’s viewpoint is somewhat clear. (The writing is individual and expressive. 

(Paper has some personality.
	(The writer’s viewpoint is evident. 

(Text used elicits a variety of emotions. 

(Paper has a lot of personality. (Writes with a clear sense of audience.
	(Exceeds expectations and writing is suitable for college coursework.

(Wow!

	4. Word Choice
	(Vague words and phrases.
(Cliches or redundant phrases

(Words are used incorrectly

(Reader has trouble grasping writer’s intended message
	(The writer does not use words or phrases that make the writing clear to the reader.
(Frequent instances of words used incorrectly.


	(The word choices get the message across, but don’t capture anyone’s attention.
(Several words may be used incorrectly
	(The word choices are clear. (The writer uses some interesting words and phrases.
(Few words are used incorrectly
	(The writer uses precise, fresh, original words and phrases. 

(The writing is interesting to read.
(Most or all words are used correctly.
	(The way words are used strengthens the writing and makes the reader want to read more.
(Wow!

	5. Sentence Fluency
	(Frequent sentence errors such as comma splices, fragments, and run-ons.
(Very little or no sentence pattern variety

(Reader must often pause and reread for meaning
	(The writer doesn't use much variety in his or her sentences. (Little to no use of linking words to connect sentences. 

(The writer uses short, repetitive sentence patterns.
(Several sentence errors such as comma splices, fragments, and run-ons.
	(Writer uses simple sentences. 

(Some sentences are choppy or awkward, but most are smooth and clear. (Sentences tend to begin the same

(A few sentence errors such as comma splices, fragments, and run-ons..
	(The writer uses some variety in sentences. 

(Paper flows smoothly, but has some rough spots. 

(Not all sentences begin the same.
(Little or no sentence errors such as comma splices, fragments, and run-ons.
	(The writer consistently uses a variety of sentences. (The writing is natural and flows smoothly. 

(Sentences begin with a variety of words.
(No sentence errors such as comma splices, fragments, and run-ons.
	(Wow!
(This paper is ready for publication.

(Sentence fluency is at or above college level.

	6. Conventions
	(Errors are sufficiently frequent and/or serious enough to be distracting. It is hard for the reader to focus on other traits.

(Extensive editing required to prepare the text for publication.
	There are many errors in grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
	( Several errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation & spelling.
	(Few errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.
	(Few or no errors in punctuation, capitalization, grammar & spelling
	(Wow!
(Perfect paper with absolutely no errors.
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